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Tense

• Is pattern that shows the change depend on 
situation, term and time

• Traditionally, devided into: 
– Present 

– Past

– Future
(Simple, Continuous, Perfect, Perfect continous)



Present

Simple Present
• Present condition ( but not being)
• Universal/ general, Usuallity, costum
• be + V1 or V1
• Ex: 

– He is my bos (present condition)
– There are two colours in Indonesian’s flag 

(universal)
– He likes swimming (usuality)



Present Continuous

• Event that being …( a process)

• be + Ving

• Ex:
– They are sleeping

– I am writing



Present Perfect 
• Event just finished by present time
• Emphasis on the finished process
• Event that already happened
• Have/ has + V3
• Ex:

– I have sent email
– He has studied programming for five years



Present Perfect Continuous

• Event that already happened and still 
happening

• Have/has + been + Ving

• Ex:
– She has been swimming for two hours  …:p

– They have been waiting the bus …



Past

Simple Past 

• Event in the past (emphasis the time)

• Usuallity in the past

• be (past) or V2

• Ex:
– She was my wife

– I helped her yesterday

– I often came to the library last year



Past Continuous

• Event that being in the past

• Be (past) + Ving

• Ex:
– I was sleeping when you came to my room



Past Perfect

• Event that already happened in the past

• had + V3 (past participle)

• Ex:
– I had graduated before she was ten years old, now 

she is 15.



Past Perfect continuous

• Event that already happened and still 
happening in the past

• had + been + V1 + ing

• Ex:
– I had been cooking for ten minutes when he asked 

about his book yesterday



Future

Simple Future

• Event that will happened in the future

• will, shall/ going to(short time) + be/ V

• Ex:
– We will go next year

– Teacher will be there this noon

– She is going to go to the canteen



Future Continuous

• Event that being in the future

• Will/ shall + be + Ving

• Ex:
– We will be eating baked squid tomorrow night 



Future Perfect

• Event that just finished in the future

• Will/ shall + have + V3 (past participle)

• Ex:
– I will have understood these courses by the time I 

get my degree two years later



Future Perfect Continuous

• Event that already happened and still 
happening in the future

• will/ shall + have been + Ving

• Ex:
– By next week, we will have been working this 

project for a month



Past Future

Simple Past Future

• Future in the past form

• will  would

• Ex:
– Actually, I would go last week



Past Future Continuous

• Event that will/shall be being in the past

• would/ should + be + Ving

• Ex:
– She should be going to abroad last week



Past Future Perfect

• Event that will/shall be finished in the past

• would/ should + have + V3 (past participle)

• Ex:
– I hoped, I would have sent the report to professor 

yesterday 



Past Future Perfect Continuous

• Event that will/ shall already happened and 
still happening in the past

• Would/ should + have been + Ving

• Ex:
– They should have been climbing the mountain for 

five hours that time


